
  

         
TREA WASHINGTON UPDATE FOR OCTOBER 30, 2009 

  

This was another week in Washington of health care, health care, health care. 
However, while all the focus was on the new 1990 page House care bill, several 
bills important to military families and veterans moved down the hill.   
  
1. President Signs National Defense Authorization Act 
  
2. Congress Passes New Continuing Resolution (CR) 
  
3. Next Week Congress May Move on Military Construction-VA and Defense 
Approps 
  
4. TREA Participates in VA/DoD Mental Health Summit 
  
5. The Military and Overseas Voter Empowerment (MOVE) Act Included in 
Signed NDAA 
  
***************************************************  
Who Do You GoodSearch for? 
TREA My Power Mall 
Donate to TREA 
TREA Insurance Program 
  
************************************************   

1. President Signs National Defense Authorization Act-On Wednesday, President 
Obama signed the 2010 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA). The bill authorizes 
spending on the thousands of DoD programs including personnel and retiree issue. It 
includes a 3.4% pay increase for the active duty, allows Grey Area retirees to purchase 
TRICARE Standard until they reach 60 years old and qualify for retired health care and 
once again stops DoD from imposing any increases in TRICARE enrollment fee, 
deductibles or co-payments for military retirees and their families or survivors. But it 
unfortunately does not include many of our legislative goals including allowing any 
medical retirees with less than 20 years to qualify for Concurrent Retirement and 
Disability Pay (CRDP), or moving to end the SBP/DIC offset. We need to continue to 
push the stand alone bills that would accomplish these and other important goals  

Additionally, the bill does end the National Security Personnel System in DoD. That was 
the new DoD pay-for-performance for civilian employees. 220,000 civilian employees 
will be moved back under the “General Schedule system. The law requires the transition 
to be completed by January 1, 2012. 



2. Congress Passes New Continuing Resolution (CR)-Last night both the House 
and Senate passed the $32.3 billion Interior-Environment Appropriations (Spending) bill 
and sent it on to the President for his signature. Its particular significance to us is that it 
includes a Continuing Resolution (CR) that will keep the entire federal government 
running until December 18. This is the 2nd continuing resolution of the year. It extends 
the provisions of the first CR which included carry over of the 2009 Department and 
Agency budgets to 2010- with the important exception that the increased funding was 
immediately budgeted to the VA for their ongoing programs.  

3. Next Week Congress May Move on Military Construction-VA and Defense 
Approps- We are still waiting for the Appropriation bills for DoD and the VA to be 
completed. The House of Representatives has passed their versions of all 12 
Appropriation Bills; the Senate has only passed 7. Next week the Senate may take up its 
version of the Military Construction/VA Appropriations Bill (HR3082). It includes a 15% 
increase in VA funding from last year. Both the House and Senate have passed versions 
of the DoD Appropriations Act but the bill has been bogged down in negotiations while 
members are trying to include unrelated matters that could go through in a bill that shall 
be passed by the end of the year. The leadership is considering attaching a rider to raise 
the statutory debt limit of the U.S. and to attaching a District of Columbia Voting Rights 
bill to the NDAA. The Chairman of the Defense Appropriations Subcommittee, Senator 
Daniel K. Inouye (D-HI), however, is opposed to the idea and says: “Forget it. Is that 
clear enough?”  

4. TREA Participates in VA/DoD Mental Health Summit-All this week there has 
been a joint VA/DoD Summit in Washington DC working on improving the services it 
provides for the mental health needs of Service members, veterans and their families 
and survivors. The Summit was opened by keynote addresses by Secretary of the VA 
Shinseki and Secretary of Defense Gates. On Tuesday TREA’s Executive Director Deirdre 
Parke Holleman, along with representatives from 4 other VSO/MSOs, presented a 2-1/2 
hour panel discussing what was needed to help our warriors and their families. The focus 
of the Summit was both what services were needed and how the 2 Departments can 
coordinate their efforts. 

After the Summit, 12 employees from the VA and DoD will draft a report to both 
Secretaries on what they suggest the next steps forward should be.  

5. The Military and Overseas Voter Empowerment (MOVE) Act Included in 
Signed NDAA- Along with numerous other provisions (please see Paragraph 1 above) 
the MOVE Act was included in the 2010 NDAA. The law was goes a long way towards 
fixing the election system for military and overseas voters. TREA’s Washington Executive 
Director Deirdre Parke Holleman is a member the Alliance for Military and Overseas 
Voting Rights (AMOVR) a coalition of over 30 military associations, oversea advocacy 
groups and other concerned members that joined together to urge improvements of the 
overseas voting system. 

AMOVR strongly supported the bill which ensures that military service members and 
overseas Americans will have enough time to vote by requiring election officials to send 
absentee ballots at least 45 days before an election and allowing for the electronic 
transmittal of blank ballots and registration materials. The bill also expands the use of 



the Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot to primaries, special elections and run-offs, and 
expands and accelerates research and pilot projects to find technological solutions that 
provide a secure, efficient and convenient means for military and overseas voters to cast 
their ballots.  

The Act (which had strong bi-partisan support) was originally introduced by Senator 
Chuck Schumer (D-NY) and Senator Robert Bennett (R-UT). With the active support and 
help of Senators John Cornyn (R-TX), Saxby Chambliss (R-GA), Ben Nelson (D-FL), Carl 
Levin (D-MI) and John McCain (R-AZ) and Representatives Robert Brady (D-PA), Joe 
Courtney (D-CT), Michael Coffman (R-CO), Susan Davis (D-CA),Dan Lungren (R-CA), Ike 
Skelton (D-MO) and Buck McKeon (R-CA) and passed in less than one year.  
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What if TREA earned a penny every time you searched the Internet? Or how about if a percentage of 
every purchase you made online went to support our cause? Well, now it can!  
  
GoodSearch.com is a new Yahoo-powered search engine that donates half its advertising revenue, about a 
penny per search, to the charities its users designate. Use it just as you would any search engine, get 
quality search results from Yahoo, and watch the donations add up!  
  
GoodShop.com is a new online shopping mall which donates up to 37 percent of each purchase to your 
favorite cause! Hundreds of great stores including Amazon, Target, Gap, Best Buy, ebay, Macy's and 
Barnes & Noble have teamed up with GoodShop and every time you place an order, you’ll be supporting 
your favorite cause.  
  
Just go to www.goodsearch.com and be sure to enter Retired Enlisted Association (Aurora, CO) as 
the charity you want to support. And, be sure to spread the word!  
  

      
http://www.goodsearch.com/?charityid=815089  
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MAKE A DONATION TO TREA, JUST BY SHOPPING!  CLICK BELOW: 

 
http://www.mypowermall.com/mall/111349  
********************************************************** 
AS YOU ARE PLANNING YOUR 2009 CHARITABLE DONATIONS, PLEASE CONSIDER A DONATION 
TO THE RETIRED ENLISTED ASSN. MAKE YOUR DONATION ONLINE AT: 
www.trea.org/DonationPage.html 
OR MAIL YOUR DONATION TO: TREA HQ, 1111 S ABILENE CT., AURORA, CO 80012 
YOU MAY EARMARK YOUR DONATION TO SUPPORT WHATEVER YOU WOULD LIKE. (GENERAL 
FUND, THE VOICE/WEB, MEMORIAL FOUNDATION, SCHOLARSHIP, OR JUST MARK "WHERE IT 
IS NEEDED MOST")!  DONATIONS TO TREA ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!!! 
  
Take advantage of a wide selection of group life and health insurance plans to meet every 
need. NEBCO supports The Retired Enlisted Association by offering members a single source 
solution to meet your multiple insurance needs. With access to many insurance carriers, we 
can provide quality group insurance plans at the best available rates. You can access detailed 
information about these outstanding insurance products through this website: 
www.nebenefit.com/trea 

 
http://www.nebenefit.com/trea  

 
If you need to change the email address that receives the Legislative Update, go to: 
http://www.capwiz.com/trea/mlm/verify/  
At the bottom of the page, enter the email address that currently receives the update, verify 
who you are, and change your email address.  If you have any problems email editor@trea.org 
Continue to send emails to your Senators and Representatives about the bills that are of 
interest to you.  Remember we have prepared emails available for you. 
If you do not receive the Legislative Update delivered to your email box, click the above link, 
and sign up!  
Don’t forget to "Tell A Friend” about our Legislative Updates, GoodSearch, GoodShop, and 
TREA's My Power Mall. 
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National Headquarters email: treahq@trea.org 

Phone: 800-338-9337 - Fax: 303-752-0835  
 

Washington Legislative Office email: treadmin@treadc.org 
Phone: 800-554-8732  Fax: 703-548-4876 

  
  
  
 
  
 


